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By George C. Wilson and Art Haris
Washington Post Stal? Wmors

The Umted States financed and
h\lped train ‘a secret force of mer-
cenaries who went into Laos earlier
this month to determine if Ameri-
cans were imprisoned in a jungle
camp there, s covert overflights by
satellites and spy plareq had sug-
gested.

The reconnaissance force returned
a few days ago without any evidence”
‘that Americans were in the camp,
.chilling the hopes that.the earlier
photograomc intelligence had raised
in the minds of some Pentagon
Oﬁl“l&j _ .

" The team of Asxans baheved to be

Laotians, had been issued cemeras to
take pictures of the caxzp’s inhab-

itants to supplement the overhead !

photcgraphy collected by the CIA
and - Defense Intelhgence Aaency,
sources said.

The sources added that photo n-
terpreters senitinized all the photeg-
raphy last weekend and concluded
that there ware no Amencans in the
jungle camp.

Asked sbout the mlsmon, Co}

Rorald A. Duchin, chief of the Pen- |

tagon news branch, said Ist night,
“We do not comment on any specx.al
operations of this kind.”

In enother statement personally
approwd by Defense Secretary
Cespar W. Weinherger, the Pentagon
said the following when queried by
The Washington Pcst about efforts
to rescue any Americans still being
held captive in Southeast Asis:

“There has been a steady flow of :

reports about Americans being held
against their will in Southeast Asia i
since the flow of Vietnamese from -
Southeast Asia began. The US. gov- |
emment regularly, and with great |
care, had and will continue to check |
the validity of each of these reports. |

.The United States can be expected

to take appropriate action if any of ‘

‘these reports proves to be true. Top |

priority effort will continue to be as-.

signed to investigate these efforts.”.
The families of servicemen missing :

in the Vietnam war have continued

1o belisve that some of their hus-f

bands or sons are still alive and are
being held captive in Southeast Asia. -
They have pressured the government
repeatedly to try to locate the men ;
and rescue them, _ :
The National League of Families |
of American Prisoners and Missing ;

in Action in Southeast Asia has com-

_plained that the US. govamment,

has failed to press hard enough to

' f‘md missing Americans, f

By the Pentagon’s count, there are .
2 598 Americans unaccounted for in ; }
Sout}'east Asxa, including 1,237 listed !
as missing in, actlon.Accordmg to the.
Pentagon, 560 US. airmen went j
down in Laos, with 295 of them be- !
lieved killed in crashes. . - i

Of the other 265, 14 have been(
released ‘alive as prisoners of war.:
through Hanoi. Lacs also has sent |
the United States the remains of two ;
other American servicemen. = - |

~ Laotian camp that some mterpretem

The 'mystery over what happened
to the:unaccounted-for Americans in !
Lacs has lent credence to reports that’
some’ are still being held prisoners
there "The Seattle Post- Intelligencer
in: Feoruary quoted * Sayfa Phoun~
savzm,va former ‘Royal Lao air force
pilof, as saying on the basis of refugee
reports- that, “There are today 40 or
50. Amerxcans, most - of -them pilots,
who were shot down over Lacs during |
the - war, bemfr hoid pnsoner there'
now.”

Pr%umably on the basxs of such re-
ports, the U.S. intelligence community
intensified its overhead spying on'
LatsZ-Sources said satellite - photos '

“showed shadows on the' ground in the

beheved were too big for Asians, - -

Furthering this theory were pmtures
of iteols WhICh to photo interpreters, | j
looked: too long for ASIans but Just
right for Caucasians. = -

Also; the photos su,,g&eted 'chat tha
word: Ba2 had been spelled out with !
bodies‘or logs within the camp during
one pass of a satellite or SR71 Black-
bird 3py plane. Oné theory was that |
this -was a signal from desperate
Amgrican POWs mpnsoned a3, slave
laborers in the jungle. - .

Other overhead pictures, sources |
said; showed what Jooked like a guard :
tower and -earthen barriers to keep |
pedple-in what appeared to: be & pn-:
son compound. :

However, this overhead ewdence
was riot conclusive enough to justify 8!
risky “military action like -the Iramam
rescue attempt. Even if -there - were |
Caucasians in the compound, as the!
photos of shadows and tools indicated,
théy iight be Soviet advisers there'of :
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